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ran his sword through him. I do not say that he would
have done so now, for he had not yet proved the King's
guilt, but surely, supposing himself to be trapped, he
would have used words of more significance than that
ineffectual thrust at Polonius, "Let the doors be shut
upon him, that he may play the fool nowhere but in's
own house/'
Let me repeat his words spoken after he is supposed to
know himself overheard. "If thou dost marry, I'll give
thee this plague for thy dowry: be thou as chaste as ice,
as pure as snow, thou shalt not escape calumny. Get thee
to a nunnery, go: farewell. Or if thou wilt needs marry,
marry a fool; for wise men know well enough what monsters
you make of them. To a nunnery, go; and quickly too.
Farewell I have heard of your paintings too, well
enough; God hath given you one face, and you make your-
selves another: you jig) you amble, and you lisp, and nick-
name Godys creatures, and make your wantonness your
ignorance. Go to. III no more on't; it hath made me
mad. I say, we will have no more marriages: those
that are married already, all but one, shall live; the rest
shall keep as they are. To a nunnery, go."
Now, do these lines give us the slightest indication
that they are spoken at the King or Polonius ? You will
not fail to notice, indeed, that there is one line that I
should imagine Hamlet would rather have cut out his
tongue than let the King hear. "Those that are
married already, all but one, shall live." By delivering
that thrust in the King's hearing Hamlet might well be
destroying his own elaborate precautions against arous-
ing the King's suspicion. If Hamlet's words, then, are
not directed against the King and Polonius, against
whom are they directed? Ophelia? What? In the
hearing of the King and Polonius? Perish that con-
struction! Hamlet was a gentleman. I cannot con-
ceive that so gracious and princely a being could pour
his scorn on the lady he had loved for the benefit of two
eavesdroppers for whom he entertained the profoundest
hatred and contempt.